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the citys motion to dismiss is a preliminary one, and the plaintiffs are
entitled to argue their case. the aclu has at least two potential

remedies, and either one would work. the first is to challenge the citys
anti-poverty strategy, which many experts argue is itself a failure. the
city has rejected proposals to house the homeless in self-sustaining
housing and to subsidize the poorest homeless people. it has even

rejected proposals to extend the citys department of homeless
services authority to skid row. the city is now considering a $15 million
purchase of land that would house 250 chronically homeless people on
skid row. why should it be assumed that the homelesss behavior will

be less criminal if the city uses its money to provide housing? the aclu
should argue that the program will fail to offer the homeless the

support and conditions that they need to overcome their substance
abuse and other problems. the aclu should argue that the citys housing
program is counterproductive. the aclu should argue that the homeless
were forced to remain on the streets to receive the $2.50 per person
per night cash assistance that the city provides to the poorest of the

poor. the police have taken a clear stance against the dramatic
increase in assaults against the homeless over the past three years. by
far the most frequent category of crime on the streets is assault, says

lapd deputy chief of operations steve soboroff. the city has a zero
tolerance policy on assaults against the homeless. we dont tolerate it,

says deputy chief of operations steve soboroff. we have zero tolerance.
however, the lapd doesnt use its anti-violence policies to harass

homeless people, soboroff says. if we see somebody breaking into a
car, we dont bother them. if we see somebody smoking dope, we dont
bother them. if we see somebody with a bottle, we dont bother them.

theyre free to do whatever they want. if we see somebody doing
something that is illegal, we make a stop and we address that. if we

see somebody jaywalking, we make a stop and we address that. if we
see somebody selling counterfeit merchandise, we make a stop and we
address that. in the homeless population, we have not seen a spike in

a history of crime.
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ten years ago, a handful of
shelters housed tens of
homeless people. today,
there are more than 200,
says mcclain. many of the
shelters, such as mission
avenue/bartlett, are full,
and many have waiting
lists. the city’s efforts to
build more temporary

emergency shelters have
been slow and uneven.
those who have been

evicted from their homes
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are now on the streets, and
many can’t find housing

with which to stay. most of
the $100 million earmarked

to build new housing for
the homeless has gone to

supportive-housing projects
that house only a few. we

arent talking about the
homeless. they know that

and thats why they are
homeless, they also know
that if they did not seek
their own remedy they

wouldnt be homeless and
they will not stay unless
they are removed. they
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were the people that
started the riot, and they
were the ones who were

arrested. after a few hours
in custody, they were let
out on bail. the violence
was started by the police

themselves, and the police
were involved in the

violence. but that will not
stop them from claiming,
as they have done in the
past, that the riots were
started by the homeless,
because they know that

people dont believe it. we
are talking about this pan-
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african guy [who] had been
on the streets for six

months. thats what makes
it so unfortunate. it is their
turf, their turf. and the city

cant touch them. i dont
think skid row is any more
dangerous than any other

place in los angeles, except
for the fact that it is so well

known. the reason that
people are so violent on the
streets is that it is so well
known. people know that

they can just walk out of a
store, walk across the

street and just kick
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someone in the head. it is
unfortunate that it has

gotten to this level. but i
think that if the city tried to
take away their turf, they

would probably react
violently. 5ec8ef588b
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