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many have been debating what it means to be “strong”. What does it mean to “lean in”? Is that a
“push up bra” or a supportive one? People want to categorize women and write them off. The thing

is, society and our many man-made rules have put women and men in a box, dictating what we
should and shouldn’t be. However, if we begin to get real, I think we begin to understand just how

complicated and diverse femininity is. From the moment you start learning about evolution, you are
told you must follow a particular path in life. We are given a clear set of things that we must learn:
reading, writing, doing homework, studying, going to school, getting into an accredited university,
becoming a doctor, lawyer, or CEO…this list just goes on and on. This is not feminism; it is a list of

things that we are not allowed to ignore. However, it is not what we want. I was recently asked by a
man for a few free images of his penis for a project he was working on. I joked to him that there was
really no way I could get a photo of his dick, which I realize is very transphobic. He said that was fine,

it didn’t bother him; I just needed to send him a few. The problem is that he is a very naive and
uneducated male. I believe that he really meant what he said, and thought that I was just asking for
a few photos to show my friends and family. From there he quickly realized what he had done. “I was

wrong to say that the only thing one can do to support you is to get down on your knees,” Ahrens
says. “It looks like an unkind and degrading thing to do, but I did not mean it in that way.” She also
takes a swipe at what she calls the “mean girls” who think they know what other women are going
through. “I don’t think you can expect a person who has been through what you have been through
to have the same internalization and patience that you do,” she says. “You are not the same person.
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