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Q: PostgreSQL: I would like to extend a legacy list of data types My team is utilizing a PostgreSQL DB
that is from a legacy system that is unable to maintain data integrity and tables. For instance,

column definitions are of type text, VARCHAR(10) for example. The data is old and having to add
new types means changes to the query language. The problem is that I can't simply alter the table

and accept a loss of data. Also, I'm working with an interface that mimics a relational data-store with
little understanding of PostgreSQL's underlying data types. Based on the information provided, I

would like to be able to add more data types. The next process that I have envisioned is to create a
new database in a new schema, with a new schema I want to be able to implement a migration

process. First, I would like to create a new table with the desired new data types; "CREATE TABLE
A_NEW_TABLE (A_NEW_COLUMN TYPE_NAME;)"); Then I would like to create a insert statement in the

old database; "INSERT INTO TABLE_OLD (A_OLD_COLUMN, B_OLD_COLUMN) VALUES
(VALUES(C_OLD_COLUMN, D_OLD_COLUMN);" Lastly, I would like to create an update statement in
the new database, where the table's name is changed to the new schema and name. "INSERT INTO

TABLE_NEW (A_NEW_COLUMN, B_NEW_COLUMN) VALUES (VALUES(A_OLD_COLUMN,
B_OLD_COLUMN);" Is there an algorithm that can be used to accomplish this? Or is there an alter
table type of operation available to me that can accomplish what I'm looking for? A: This is not

possible. The declaration of the columns of a table is made at creation time, and the column types
must match. Your only possible course of action would be to migrate the data out of the old table

and into a new table, and then delete the old table. If there is a good reason for wanting to continue
the "legacy" data, why don't you maintain it in the new schema? Frank Kohoutek Frank Kohoutek
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